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Music copied with permission under OneLicense.net #A-710847. All rights reserved.  

WELCOME 
 
This liturgy is an offering we create together. In song and 
silence, in story and prayer, in sacred meal, everyone is 
welcome to participate. Children are welcome in our 
gathering—we understand their need to move and play. 
 
If you are new here or visiting, please sign our guest book 
and stay after worship for refreshments and conversation. 
 
If you would like to request prayers, please write the names 
of those to be remembered in the book on the small table in 
the prayer corner.  
 
To support the work of the church financially, please place 
your offering in the wooden offering plate when it is passed 
around. Tax receipts are available—ask the greeter. 

 

Covid 19 protective measures 

While it is not a requirement, we strongly recommend 
wearing a mask.  

Communion is in both kinds (bread and wine). All are 
welcome at the table, and no one is required to take 
communion. Participants are welcome to consume only 
bread.  

 

Thank you for joining the worship today! 
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Our liturgy begins with the sound of a gong  followed by a period of silence. You are invited to 
be still and enter into a prayerful space. 
 

We sing as the Bible, our sacred book, is welcomed into our gathering  
 

O Antiphon 
Cantor: O Key of David, sign of might, 
  You tear down bars that hold us fast. 
  Deliver the captives and free us from death:  Burst our prison! 
All: 

      Text: Latin (9th cent?); tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866), alt. 

  
Collect   
All:  God of justice,  
 clear our lives of hatred and despair   
 and sow in us seeds of joy and peace;  
 so that shoots of hope may spring forth in us   
 as we await the coming of the Christ,  
 who with you and the Holy Spirit,   
 lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen.   
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PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 
First Reading 
Reader: A reading from the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 11:1-10) 
 
Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 72   
 
 
Cantor:  1 Give the king your justice, O God, *  
   and your righteousness to the king’s son;  
 
All:   2 that he may rule your people righteously *  
   and the poor with justice;  
  3 that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, *  
   and the little hills bring righteousness.  
  4 He shall defend the needy a-mong the people, *  
   Rescuing the poor and crushing the oppressor.  
  5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, *  
   from one generation to another.  
  6 He shall come down like rain up-on the mown field, *  
   like showers that wat-er the earth.  
  7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; *  
   there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall be  
   no more.  
  10 The rulers of Tarshish and of the isles shall pay tribute, *  
   and the rulers of Arabia and Saba offer gifts.  
  11 All rulers shall bow down before him, *  
   and all the nations do him service.  
  12 For he shall deliver the poor who cries out in distress *  
   and the oppressed who has no helper.  
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  13 He shall have pity on the low-ly and poor *  
   and shall preserve the lives of the needy.  
  14 He shall redeem their lives from oppress-sion and violence, *  
   and dear shall their blood be in his sight.  
         
 
Second Reading 
Reader: A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans (Romans 15:4-13) 
 
Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 
All:   Thanks be to God.   
 
Song  # 106 There’s a Voice in the Wilderness 
  1. There’s a voice in the wilderness crying,  
  a call from the ways untrod: 
  prepare in the desert a highway,  
  a highway for our God! 
  The valleys shall be exalted,  
  the lofty hills brought low; 
  make straight all the crooked places  

  where the Lord, our God, may go! 
   
  2. O Zion, give voice to good tidings;  
  ascend to the heights and sing! 
  Proclaim to a desolate people  
  the coming of their King. 
  The works of pride all perish,  
  like flowers they shall decay; 
  the power and pomp of nations  
  shall pass like a dream away. 
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Gospel Reading 
Reader: May God be with you. 
All:  And also with you. 
 
Reader:     The Holy Gospel of Jesus according to Matthew  
  (Matthew 3.1-12) 
All:   Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
   
Reader: The Gospel of Christ. 
All:   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
Song  # 106 There’s a Voice in the Wilderness 
  3. But your word, O God, is faithful,  
  your arm, O God, is strong; 
  you stand in the midst of the nations,  
  and you will right the wrong. 
  You will feed your flock like a shepherd,  
  and fold the lambs to your breast, 
  in pastures of peace you’ll lead them,  
  and give to the weary rest. 
 
  4.There’s a voice in the wilderness crying,  
  a call from the ways untrod: 
  prepare in the desert a highway,  
  a highway for our God! 
  The valleys shall be exalted,  
  the lofty hills brought low; 
  make straight all the crooked places  
  where the Lord, our God, may go! 

Text: Is. 40.3-11; para.  
James Lewis Milligan (1876-1961), alt.  

 

Homily      The Rev. Tasha Carrothers 
After the homily and following a period of silence, all are invited to share a brief thought or 
story evoked by the readings or the homily.  



7 

 

Affirmation of Faith 

Presider: Let us declare our trust in God. 
All:  We trust in God the Creator, 

from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
 

We trust in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
 

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
 

We trust in one God; 
Creator, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People  
Please stand, sit or kneel as you prefer for prayer. 

 
Leader: In this place, in this time, we gather on the traditional, 

unceded, ancestral lands of the Squamish, Musqueam and Tsleil-
Waututh Nations. We gather with those who came first and with 
those who came later to offer our prayers. 
 
In the wider Anglican Communion we pray for The Episcopal 
Church in Jerusalem and the Middle East. 
 
From our Diocese we pray for the clergy and people of  the 
Deanery of Kingsway. 
 
We pray for friends and family who are in care, sick or in 
need, including Meg Dean, Paul Fraser, Ruth Major, Vicki 
Anderson, Peter Gilpin, Kristine, Charlene, Herb Huestis, Sigrid, 
Marina, William, and Olivia. 
 
For those who have died and those who mourn:  
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Confession and Absolution 
Presider: Happy are those whose sins are forgiven, 
  whose wrongs are pardoned. 
  I will confess my sins to the Lord, 
  I will not conceal my wrongdoings. 
 

  Silence  
 

  God forgives and heals us. 
All:   We need your healing, merciful God; 
  Give us true repentance. 
  Some sins are plain to us; 
  some escape us; some we cannot face. 
  Forgive us; set us free to hear your word to us; 
  set us free to serve you. 
 
Presider: God forgives you. Forgive others. Forgive yourself. 
 

  Silence  
 

  Through Christ, God has put away your sin: 
  approach your God in peace. 
 
The Peace 
 

Presider:  The shalom of God be with you all. 
All:   And also with you 
We share the peace of God with one another with a gesture of greeting.  
 
 

THE  CELEBRATION  OF  THE  EUCHARIST 
 

To make a financial offering, please place it in the offering plate when it is passed to you.  

 
Song  #102  Prepare the Way, O Zion 
  1. Prepare the way, O Zion,  
  your Christ is drawing near! 
  Let every hill and valley  
  a level way appear. 
  Greet one who comes in glory,  
  foretold in sacred story. 
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  Refrain: 
  O blest is Christ who came  
  in God’s most holy name. 
 
  2. He brings God’s rule, O Zion;  
  he comes from heaven above. 
  His rule is peace and freedom,  
  and justice, truth, and love. 
  Lift high your praise resounding,  
  for grace and joy abounding.  Refrain 
 
  3. Fling wide your gates, O Zion;  
  your Saviour’s rule embrace, 
  His tidings of salvation  
  proclaim in every place. 
  All lands will bow before him,  
  their voices will adore him. Refrain 
      Text: Frans Mikael Franzen (1772-1847); tr.  
      Composite; adapt. Charles P. Price (1920- ) © 

 
Prayer over the Gifts 
All:  God of abundance, we bring before you  

the precious fruits  of your creation,  
and with them our very lives.  

  Teach us patience and hope  
  as we care for all those in need   
  until the coming of your Son,  
  our Saviour and Lord. Amen.  
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
Presider: May God be with you. 
All:   And also with you. 
Presider: Lift up your hearts. 
All:   We lift them up to God. 
Presider: Let us give thanks to God, our Creator. 
All:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Presider: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places  
give thanks and praise to you,  
almighty and merciful God, through our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new  
in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.  
And so, with all the choirs of angels,  
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
Presider: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:   

Blessed are you for the birth of creation.   
Blessed are in the darkness and in the light.   
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.   
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.   
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.   
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus  
took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.   
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying:   
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you  
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.   
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:   

All:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Presider: With this bread and cup we remember your Word  

dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.   
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.   
We look with hope for his coming.   

All:  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Presider: Holy God, we long for your Spirit.  Come among us.   

Bless this meal.  May your Word take flesh in us.   
Awaken your people.  Fill us with your light.   
Bring the gift of peace on earth.   

All:  Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Presider: All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel,   

Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,  
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
Presider: God of promise,  

you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom.  
All:  Happy are those who are called 

to the supper of the Lamb. 
 

Communion  
Presider: The gifts of God for the people of God. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Please remain at your places. The consecrated bread and wine will be brought around to all 
who wish. Everyone is welcome at the table, and no one is required to take communion. You are 
welcome to consume only bread. 
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Song  #94 Wait for the Lord 
  Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 
  Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart! 

Text: Ps. 31.24 and Ps 130.5; para. Taizé community (France).  

 
 

SENDING  OUT  OF  THE  DISCIPLES 
 

 

Prayer after Communion  
All:  God for whom we wait,  
  in this meal you give us a foretaste   
  of that day when the hungry will be fed with good things.  
  Send us forth to make known your deeds   
  and to proclaim the greatness of your name,  
  through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen.  
 
Doxology 
All:  Glory to God, whose power, working in us,  

can do infinitely more  
than we can ask or imagine.  
Glory to God from generation to generation,  
in the Church and in Christ Jesus,  
for ever and ever.  Amen.  

 
Blessing 
 
Song  #589  Come, O God of All the Earth 
  1. Come, O God of all the earth: 
  Come to us, O righteous one; 
  Come, and bring our love to birth 
  In the glory of your Son. 
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  Refrain 
  Sing out, earth and skies! 
  Sing of the God who loves you! 
  Raise your joyful cries! 
  Dance to the life around you! 
 

  2. Come, O God of wind and flame: 
  Fill the earth with righteousness; 
  Teach us all to sing your name: 
  May our lives your love confess. 
  Refrain 
 

  3. Come, O God of flashing light, 
  Twinkling star and burning sun; 
  God of day and God of night: 
  In your light we all are one. 
  Refrain 
 

  4. Come, O God of snow and rain: 
  Shower down upon the earth; 
  Come, O God of joy and pain, 
  God of sorrow, God of mirth. 
  Refrain 
 

  5. Come, O Justice, come, O Peace: 
  Come and shape our hearts anew; 
  Come and make oppression cease: 
  Bring us all to life in you. 
  Refrain        
                          Text: Marty Haugen (1950-). © 1985 GIA Publications , Inc 

 
Dismissal 
Deacon:  As we await our coming Saviour,  
  go in the peace of Christ. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Anglican Church Calendars have arrived. See Tasha to pick up your pre-ordered 
copy. $10 each.  

*** 

Coming up later in the season: Family Carols Singalong on Saturday, December 
17 at 3:00 pm. Join Karen Thorpe on the piano for Christmas favourites. Bring 
Granny and the kids. Hot chocolate, cider, cookies and singing!  

 

*** 
 

UAM food and clothing drive. Urban Aboriginal Ministry is collecting food and 
clothing for Christmas Hampers. The hampers go to members of  UAM who are just 
getting by. It means that they can experience abundance at Christmas time. Talk to 
Steven for details. 
 
 

*** 
 

Gift bags. Would you like to give a gift to a homeless person? It’s easier than you 
think. Give Jandyra $10 and she will buy the supplies, fill a bag with goodies such as 
socks, food, cutlery, toothpaste chocolates and other things.  
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Next Sunday’s Readings 
 The Third Sunday in Advent 

Isaiah 35.1-10; Canticle 18 (Luke 1.47-55); James 5.7-10; Matthew 11.2-11  
 

The Anglican Church of  St. Mary Magdalene 

2950 Laurel Street, Vancouver, B.C. V5Z 3T3 

 604-877-1788  ~  office@stmarymags.ca  

stmarymags.ca  

 

The Rev. Tasha Carrothers, Vicar 
Dave Dagta, Guest Musician 

Sean Lynn, Office Coordinator 


