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Music copied with permission under OneLicense.net #A-710847. All rights reserved.  

Merry Christmas! 
 
This liturgy is an offering we create together. In song and 
silence, in story and prayer, in sacred meal, everyone is 
welcome to participate. Children are welcome in our 
gathering—we understand their need to move and play. 
 
If you are new here or visiting, please sign our guest book 
and stay after worship for refreshments and conversation. 
 
If you would like to request prayers, please write the names 
of those to be remembered in the book on the small table in 
the prayer corner.  
 
To support the work of the church financially, please place 
your offering in the wooden offering plate when it is passed 
around. Tax receipts are available—ask the greeter. 
 
While it is not a requirement, we strongly recommend 
wearing a mask.  

Communion is in both kinds (bread and wine). All are 
welcome at the table, and no one is required to take 
communion. Participants are welcome to consume only 
bread.  
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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Our liturgy begins with the sound of a bell followed by a period of silence. You are invited to be 
still and enter into a prayerful space. 
 

We sing as the light is welcomed into our gathering  
 

Song  #119 Silent night  
  1. Silent night! Holy night!  
  All is calm, all is bright  
  round yon virgin mother and child. 
  Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
  sleep in heavenly peace,  
  sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
  2. Silent night! Holy night!  
  Shepherds quake at the sight; 
  glories stream from heaven afar, 
  heavenly hosts sing alleluia, 
  Christ the Saviour is born. 
  Christ the Saviour is born!. 
 
  3. Silent night! Holy night! 
  Son of God, love’s pure light 
  radiant beams from thy holy face 
  with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
  Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.  
  Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 
Presider: Blessed are you, O Christ, Word of God, 
All:  born before time began. 
Presider: Blessed are you, Sun of righteousness, 
All:  you brighten the universe with God’s love. 
Presider: Blessed are you, Child of Mary 
All:  you became a human child, 
  so that we could become children of God. 
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Collect   
All:  Almighty God,  
  as we prepare with joy  
  to celebrate the gift of the Christ-child,   
  embrace the earth with your glory  
  and be for us a living hope  
  in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
     

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 
 
First Reading 
Reader: A reading from the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 9.2-7) 
 

Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 96  
 
 
 
Cantor:  1 Sing to the Lord a new song;*  
   sing to the Lord, all the whole earth. 
 

All: 2 Sing to the Lord and bless the divine name;* 
   proclaim the good news of our salvation from day to day. 
 3 Declare the glory of the Lord a-mong the nations* 
   and the wonders of God a-mong all peoples. 
 4 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised,*  
   more to be feared than all gods. 
 5 As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 
   but it is you, O Lord, who made the heavens. 
 6 Oh, the majesty and magnificence of your presence!* 
   Oh, the power and the splendour of your sanctuary! 
 7 Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples;* 
   ascribe to the Lord hon-our and power. 
 8 Ascribe to the Lord the honour due the divine name;* 
   bring offerings and come into the courts of the Lord. 
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 9 Worship the Lord in the beau-ty of holiness; * 
   let the whole earth trem-ble before God. 
 10 Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord reigns!* 
   The Lord who made the world so firm that it cannot be 

 moved will judge the peo-ples with equity.” 
 11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;  
  let the sea thunder and all that is in it;* 
   let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
 12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy  
     before the Lord who is coming,* 
   who is coming to judge the earth. 
 13 The Lord will judge the world with righteousness* 
   and the peo-ples with truth.  
 
Second Reading 
Reader: A reading from Paul’s letter to Titus (Titus 2.11-14) 
 
Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 
All:   Thanks be to God.   
 
Song  #140 It Came upon the Midnight Clear    
  1. It came upon the midnight clear,  
  that glorious song of old,  
  from angels bending near the earth  
  to touch their harps of gold:  
  “Peace on the earth, to all good will  
  from heaven’s most gracious king!”  
  The world in solemn stillness lay   
  to hear the angels sing.  
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   2. Still through the cloven skies they come  
  with peaceful wings unfurled,  
  and still their heavenly music floats  
  o'er all the weary world;  
  above its sad and lowly plains  
  they bend on hovering wing,  
  and ever o’er its Babel sounds   
  the blessèd angels sing.  
  
  3. Yet with the woes of sin and strife  
  the world has suffered long;  
  beneath the angel-strain have rolled  
  two thousand years of wrong;  
  and we amid our wars hear not  
  the words of peace they bring;  
  O listen now, and still your strife  
  to hear the angels sing.   
 
Gospel Reading 
Reader: May God be with you. 
All:  And also with you. 
 
Reader:     The Holy Gospel of Jesus according to Luke (Luke 2.1-14) 
All:   Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
   
Reader: The Gospel of Christ. 
All:   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
Song  #140 It Came upon the Midnight Clear 
  4. And you, beneath life’s crushing load,  
  whose forms are bending low,  
  who toil along the climbing way  
  with painful steps and slow;  
  look now, for glad and golden hours  
  come swiftly on the wing:  
  O rest beside the weary road  
  and hear the angels sing.  
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   5. For lo, the days are hastening on,  
  by prophets seen of old,  
  when with the ever circling years  
  shall come the time foretold:  
  when the new heaven and earth shall own  
  the Prince of Peace their King,  
  and the whole world send back the song  
  which now the angels sing.  
      Text: Edmund Hamilton Sears (1810-1976), alt. 
   

Homily      The Rev. Tasha Carrothers 

 
Song  Still, Still, Still 
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Affirmation of Faith 

Presider: Let us affirm our faith.  
All:  We believe and trust in God the Father, 

Source of all being and life, 
the one for whom we exist. 
 

We believe and trust in God the Son, 
who took our human nature, 
died for us and rose again. 
 
We believe and trust in God the Spirit, 
who gives life to the people of God  
and makes Christ known in the world. 
 
We believe and trust in one God, 
the holy and undivided Trinity, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
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Prayers of the Community  
Please stand, sit or kneel as you prefer for prayer. 

 
Leader: In this place, in this time, we gather on the traditional, 

unceded, ancestral lands of the Squamish, Musqueam and Tsleil-
Waututh Nations. We gather with those who came first and with 
those who came later to offer our prayers. 
 
In the wider Anglican Communion we pray for the Anglican 
Church of The Diocese of Okinawa – The Nippon Sei Ko Kai . 
 
From our Diocese we pray in thanksgiving for the birth of our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 
We pray for friends and family who are in care, sick or in 
need, including Meg Dean, Paul Fraser, Ruth Major, Vicki 
Anderson, Peter Gilpin, Kristine, Charlene, Herb Huestis, Sigrid, 
Marina, William, Olivia, and Hannelore. 
 
For those who have died and those who mourn:  

 
Confession and Absolution 
Presider: Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the darkness of 
  our lives. Let us open our hearths to that light as we say 
 

All:   Lord of grace and truth, 
Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus.  
Forgive our disobedience to our will.  
Your Son our Saviour was born in poverty in a manger.  
Forgive our greed and rejection of your ways.  
The shepherds left their flocks to go to Bethlehem.  
Forgive our self-interest and lack of vision.  
The Magi followed the star to find Jesus the Christ-child. 
Forgive our reluctance to seek you.  
We ask this in the name of your Beloved, Jesus the Christ. 
Amen 
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Presider: May God who loves this world  
and sent Jesus to be our Saviour  
forgive you your sins and make you a holy people of God,  
through Christ our Lord and in the power of the Spirit.  

All:  Amen 
 
The Peace 
 

Presider:  The peace of God be with you all. 
All:   And also with you 
We share the peace of God with one another with a gesture of greeting.  

 

THE  CELEBRATION  OF  THE  EUCHARIST 
 

To make a financial offering, please place it in the offering plate when it is passed to you.  

 
Song  #132 Of Eternal Love Begotten     
  1. Of eternal Love begotten  
  ere the worlds began to be,  
  he is Alpha and Omega,  
  he the source, the ending he,  
  of the things that are and have been,  
  and that future years shall see,  
  evermore and evermore.  
  
  2. At his Word the worlds were framèd.  
  he commanded, it was done:  
  heaven and earth and depths of ocean  
  in their threefold order one;  
  all that grows beneath the shining  
  of the moon and burning sun,  
  evermore and evermore.  
  
  3. O that birth forever blessèd,  
  when the virgin, full of grace,  
  by the Holy Ghost conceiving,  
  bare the Saviour of our race,  
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  and the babe, the world’s redeemer,  
  first revealed his sacred face,  
  evermore and evermore.  
  
  4. This is he whom seers in old time  
  chanted of with one accord,  
  whom the voices of the prophets  
  promised in their faithful word;  
  now he shines, the long-expected;  
  let creation praise its Lord,  
  evermore and evermore.  
  
  5. O ye heights of heaven, adore him;  
  angel hosts, his praises sing;  
  all dominions, bow before him,  
  and extol our God and king;  
  let no tongue on earth be silent,   
  every voice in concert ring,  
  evermore and evermore.  
  
  6. Christ, to thee, with God the Father,  
  and, O Holy Ghost, to thee,  
  hymn and chant and high thanksgiving,  
  and unwearied praises be,  
  honour, glory, and dominion  
  and eternal victory,  
  evermore and evermore.  

Text: Aurelius Clemens Prudentius (348-413?);  
tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866), alt . 

 
Prayer over the Gifts 
All:  Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus,  
  who came among the poor to bring the riches of your grace.  

As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be a blessing 
for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and 
heaven, we should for joy at the coming of your Son,  

  Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
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Eucharistic Prayer 
Presider: May God be with you. 
All:   And also with you. 
Presider: Lift up your hearts. 
All:   We lift them up to God. 
Presider: Let us give thanks to God, our Creator. 
All:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Presider: Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth, 
because in the mystery of the Word made flesh you have caused a 
new light to shine in our hearts to give knowledge of salvation in 
the face of your Son Jesus. Now with angels and archangels and 
the whole company of heaven, we lift our voices to proclaim the 
glory of your name. 

Presider: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:   
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.   
Blessed are in the darkness and in the light.   
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.   
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.   
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.   
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus  
took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.   
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying:   
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you  
and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.   
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:   

All:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
Presider: With this bread and cup we remember your Word  

dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.   
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.   
We look with hope for his coming.   

All:  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
Presider: Holy God, we long for your Spirit.  Come among us.   

Bless this meal.  May your Word take flesh in us.   
Awaken your people.  Fill us with your light.   
Bring the gift of peace on earth.   

All:  Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
Presider: All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel,   

Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,  
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
Presider: We break the bread of life,  

and that life is the light of the world. 
All:  God here among us, light in the midst of us,  

bring us to light and life.  
 

Communion  
Presider: The gifts of God for the people of God. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 
Please remain at your places. The consecrated bread and wine will be brought around to all 
who wish. Everyone is welcome at the table, and no one is required to take communion. You 
are welcome to consume only bread. 
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Song  #126 Away in a Manger 
   1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,  
  the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.  
  the stars in the bright sky  
  looked down where he lay,  
  the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.  
  
  2. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,  
  but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.  
  I love you, Lord Jesus – look down from on high  
  and stay by my side until morning is nigh.  
  
  3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay  
  close by me forever and love me, I pray.  
  Bless all the dear children in your tender care,  
  and fit us for heaven to live with you there.  
              Text: American (19th cent.). 

 

SENDING  OUT  OF  THE  DISCIPLES 
 

 

Prayer after Communion  
All:  Radiant God,  
  with our eyes we have seen your salvation,  
  and in this meal we have feasted on your grace.  
  May your Word take flesh in us,  
  so that we may be your holy people,  
  revealing your glory made known to us  
  in Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen.  
 
Doxology 
All:  Glory to God, whose power, working in us,  

can do infinitely more  
than we can ask or imagine.  
Glory to God from generation to generation,  
in the Church and in Christ Jesus,  
for ever and ever.  Amen.  
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The Anglican Church of  St. Mary Magdalene 

2950 Laurel Street, Vancouver, B.C. V5Z 3T3 

 604-877-1788  ~  office@stmarymags.ca  

stmarymags.ca 

Blessing 
 
Song  #118 O Come, All Ye Faithful 
  1 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!  
  O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem:  
  Come and behold him, born the King of angels.  
  
  Refrain:  
  O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,  
  O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!  
  
  2 God of God, Light of Light,   
  lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb;   
  very God, begotten not created: Refrain  
  
  3 Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,  
  sing, all ye citizens of heaven above;  
  Glory to God in the highest: Refrain  
  4. See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle,   
  leaving their flocks, draw nigh with lowly fear;  
  we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps: Refrain 
  
  5 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning;  
  Jesus, to thee be all glory given!  
  Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: Refrain  

  
Dismissal 
Leader:  Go in peace to love and serve our God. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 


